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Endangered andThrnlened Wildlife
andP1an~,Noticeol Findings on
Petitions to List the Louisiana Black
Bear, Lower Keys Marsh Rabbi!, and
Sherman’s Fox S~~In.l
AGENCV PW~andWildlife Service,
Intarior.

ACTI~CNodioeof finding, on petition.

suw~*av:TheServiceannouncestwo
90-daypetition findings wad two 12-
month petition findingsfor petitionsto
amendthe Lists of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife andPlants.
Petitionershaye presentedsubstantial
information that petitions to lisi the
Louisiana blackbearandSherman’sfox
squirrel nay be wan~aited.One-year
findings area~uacedan thepelilions
to list theLouisianablackbearandthe
lower Keyi n2arshrabbiLTheService
has&eterndnedthat the actions
requested~e warrantedbutprecluded
by other actions to amendthe lists.
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DATES: Thefindingsannouncedin this
noticeweremadeduring theperiodfrom
June1987 to May 1988. Commentsand
informationmaybe submitteduntil
furthernotice.
ADDRESSES: Information, comments,or
questionsregardingtheLouisianablack
bearpetitionmaybe submittedto the
JacksonField Office, U.S.Fishand
Wildlife Service,JacksonMall Office
Center,Suite 316,300WoodrowWilson
Avenue,Jackson,Mississippi39213
(telephone601/965—4900,Fl’S 490-4900).
Information, comments,orquestions
regardingthe lowerKeysmarshrabbit
or Sherman’sfox squirrelpetitionsmay
be submittedto theJacksonvilleField
Office, U.S.FishandWildlife Service,
3100UniversityBoulevardSouth,Suite
120,Jacksonville,Florida32216
(telephone904/791—2580,FTS96-2580).
Thepetitions,findings,supportingdata,
andcommentsareavailableforpublic
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat the addresses
listedabove.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. JamesStewartat theJackson,
Mississippi,Field Officeor Mr. David
Wesleyat theJacksonville,Florida,
FieldOffice (telephonenumbersare
listedaboveunder“ADDRESSES”).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Background
Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered

SpeciesAct of 1973,asamendedin 1982
(16U.S.C. 1531et seq.),requiresthat the
Servicemakea finding on whethera
petitionto list, delist,or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto demonstrate
that thepetitionedactionmaybe
warranted.To themaximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bemade
within 90daysof thereceiptof the
petition,andthefinding is to be
publishedpromptlyin theFederal
Register.If thefinding is positive,the
Serviceis alsorequiredtopromptly
commenceareviewof thestatusof the
involved species.All speciesmentioned
herewerealreadyunderreviewby the
Servicewhenpetitioned,andall were
listedina noticeof reviewpublished
September18, 1985 (50 FR 37958),in
category2 asunderconsiderationfor
possibleadditionto theList of
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.

Section4(b)(3)(B)of theAct, as
amended,requiresthat,for anypetition
to revisetheLists of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife andPlantsthat
containssubstantialscientific or
commercialinformation,afinding be
madewithin 12 monthsof thedateof
receiptof thepetitionon whetherthe

petitionedactionis (a) notwarranted.
(b) warranted,or (c) warranted,but
precludedfrom immediateproposalby
otherpendingproposals.Section
4(b)(3)(C)requiresthatpetitionsfor
whichtheactionrequestedisfound to
bewarrantedbutprecludedshouldbe
treatedasthoughresubmittedon the
dateof suchfinding, i.e. requiringa
subsequentfinding to bemadewithin 12
months.Such2-monthfindings areto be
publishedpromptly in the Federal
Register.

TheServicehasreceivedandmade
90-dayfindingson thefollowing two
petitions:

A petitionfrom Mr. ReedF. Nosswas
datedNovember21, 1987, andreceived
by theServiceon November27, 1987. It
requestedtheServiceto list Sherman’s
fox squirrel,Sc!urusnigersherman!, as
a threatenedspecieswith critical
habitat.Statusreviewfor Sherman’sfox
squirrelwasinitiatedby a noticeof
reviewpublishedDecember30, 1982 (47
FR 58454).Thepetitionciteda listing in
category2 of themostrecentvertebrate
noticeof review,somestatuswork
conductedby thepetitioner,andsome
additionaldatain thepossessionof
FloridaNaturalAreasInventoryin
supportof theactionrequested.

Thepetitionto list Sherman’sfox.
squirrelwasexaminedby theService.
On thebasisof thebestscientific and
commercialinformationpresently
available,theServicedeterminedthat
this petitionpresentedsubstantial
informationindicatingthattheaction
requestedmaybewarranted.

A petitiondatedMarchC, 1987, from
Mr. HaroldSchoefflerwasreceivedby
theServiceon March 23, 1987.It
requestedtheServiceto list Ursus
americanusJuteolus,theLouisiana
blackbear.The Servicehadpreviously
initiatedreviewof thestatusof the
Louisianablackbearin a notice
publishedDecember30, 1982 (47 FR
58454).Thepetitiongavea summaryof
evidencethatthis subspeciesis still
extantin two restrictedareasin the
TensasRiver Basinandin thelower
AtchafalayaBasinof Louisiana.This
rangewasdescribedasa contraction
from anareaoncecoveringmostof
Louisianaandextendinginto eastern
TexasandwesternMississippi.A
numberof threatswereindicatedto
exist,including thethreatof
interbreedingwith blackbearstocks
introducedwithin thehistoric range
fromMinnesotabetween1964and1967.

In July 1987theServicedetermined
that theactionrequestedby this
petitionermaybewarranted.Noticeof
theadministrative90-dayfinding has
notpreviouslybeenpublished.A 12-
monthfinding hassubsequentlybeen

made,that theactionrequestedin
respectto theLouisianablackbearis
warrantedbutisprecludedby work on
otherspecieshavinghigherpriority for
listing. Both findingsarereported
herewith.TheServicewishesto develop
further informationabouttheexistence
andexactstatusof thesubspeciesin
orderto supporta rule to proposeit for
additionto thelist of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife andPlants.Thereis
sufficientevidenceto justify active
continuationof surveysto answerthe
necessaryquestionsaboutits status.
TheTensasRiver NationalWildlife
Refugehasagreedto conducta survey
in the TensasRiver basin andthe
LouisianaCooperativeFishandWildlife
ResearchUnit at Baton Rougewill assist
theServiceby surveyingtheremainder
oftheknowncurrentrangein the
AtchafalayaRiver basin.Datesfor
completionof thesurveyshavenotyet
beenestablished.

A recent12-monthpetitionfinding has
beenmadeon a petitionfromMa. JoelL
Beardsley,Mariposa,Florida.Dated
April 11, 1965;andreceivedby the
Serviceon April 27, 1985;this petition
requestedendangeredlisting for the
lower(Florida) Keysmarshrabbit
(Sylvilaguspalustrishefneri).This
rabbit isknownto occuronly in a few
locationsin the lower(or western)
FloridaKeysandwasstatedto ha-ye
becomeveryscarcein recentyears.The
petitionerindicatedthatthe limited area
it inhabitsis jeopardizedby
development.A 90-daydetermination
that theactionrequestedmaybe
warrantedwasreportedin theFederal
Registerof August30, 1985(50FR
35272),with a noticeof reviewof the
statusof themarshrabbit.Previous12-
monthfindingsthat theactionwas
consideredwarrantedbutprecludedby
otherlisting activity weremadein 1986
and 1987.Themostrecentfindingis
againthattheactionrequestedis
warranted,but precludedby workon
otherspecieshavinghigherpriority for
listing. Thepriority in respectto this
specieshasincreased,however,with
therecentcompletionof a surveyto
determineits status.

Section4(b)(3)(B)(iii) of theAct states
thatpetitioneractionsmaybefoundto
bewarrantedbutprecludedby other
listing actionswhenit isalsofoundthat
theServiceis making expeditious
progressin revisingthelists.
Expeditiousprogressin listing
endangeredandthreatenedspeciesis
beingmade,and Is reportedannuallyin
theFederalRegister.Themostrecent
progressreportwaspublishedon July 7,
1968(53 FR 25511).
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Author
Thisnoticeweepreparedby Dr.

GeorgeTh~ewry,Division ofEndangered
SpeciesandHabitatConservation,U.S.
FishandWildlife Service,Washington,
DC. 20240(703/2is-iwsorFl’S 235-
1975).

Authority

The authority for thisaction is the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended(16U.S.C.1531etseq.;Pub.L
93—206,87Stat.~4; Pub.L 94—355,90
Stat.911; Pub.L. 95-632,63Stat.3751;
Pub.L 96-159,g~Stat.1225~Pub.L 97—
304,96 Stat.1411);Pub.L. 99—6~,1(X)
Stat. 3500(1866),unLessotherwisenoted.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFRPart17
Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,

Fish,Marinemammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated~August11, 1985.
SusanRecce,
ActingAssistantSecretaryfor Fish and
Wildlife andParks.
[FR Dec.aS-1~fl.d$1i-1~*~j
~ c~.rn
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